The execution of the Line System in Assam in order to restrict the settlements of immigrant from Bengal was one of the important issues that influenced the Assam politics, most particularly the Muslim politics, during the late colonial period. It was first implemented in 1920 in Nowgong district and also in the Barpeta sub-division of Kamrup district. The Bengali speaking immigrants, mostly peasants, resisted against the Line System designed by the district administration and in that they got the support of the Assam Provincial Muslim League. The provincial league under the leadership of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani condemned the Line System and protested against its implementation. The Muslim League organized meetings, demonstrations and hartals throughout the province to get it abolished. The indigenous inhabitants, however, strongly advocated the retention of the Line System and demonstrated their support for the Line System.
INTRODUCTION
The continuous influx of immigrants from Bengal to Assam necessitated devising an administrative measure to restrict the immigrants and to avoid the clashes between the Bengali speaking immigrants and the local people. The Line System was such a measure devised by the officials of Nowgong district in 1916. The main purpose of it was to restrict the indiscriminate settlements by the immigrants. It was first put into action in 1920 in Nowgong district and in the Barpeta sub-division of Kamrup district. 1 Bimal J. Dev and Dilip K. Lahiri while discussing on the genesis of the Line System in their work writes, "The Line System was a short title for the system by which Muslim immigrants from Bengal, especially from the district of Mymensingh, were required to settle in certain definite areas of the Assam valley districts and were not allowed to take settlement of land under the Government in for the immigrants and also for the abolition of the Line System in the legislature as well. The Muslim immigrants organized meetings and protests throughout the province demanding the abolition of the Line System. The Muslim League took the Line System as an opportunity to strengthen its position and tried to take advantage of it. Abdul Matin Chaudhury termed the Line System as a system of racial prerogative and economic exploitation and urged the Muslims to join the Muslim League if they wanted to be protected. 5 Maulana Bhasani, a peasant leader, started to unite the immigrants who were mainly peasants to fight against the Line System as well as against the oppression of the government. He set up an association called The Assam Peasant and Laborer's Association and himself became its President. The association arranged meetings in various areas of Assam to mobilize people and to protest against the anti-immigrant activities of the government. 6 While speaking in a public meeting held at the Karimganj Town Hall on April 2, 1940, he strongly advocated for the abolition of the Line System. He criticized those who stated that the Muslims did not cherish independence. He said that Muslims would fight with swords against the colonial Government for independence of India. 7 The matter of the abolition of the Line System was also discussed in a meeting held at Piradhara Savarkar"s statements and his concern on Muslim immigration had been published in the Bhasani in that regard. Maulana Bhasani who was fighting for the immigrants got Muslim League as the platform to press for the rights and demands of the immigrants. The immigrant peasantry also had as such no powerful organization to fight for them. The assurance of the provincial league leaders to work for the abolition of the Line System and also to protect their language and culture convinced them to join the Muslim League.
It could also be seen that the issue of immigration and the subsequent Line System and eviction gradually got mixed up with the issue of the creation of "Pakistan" and the demand for the inclusion of Assam in the proposed "Eastern Pakistan". The Assam Provincial Muslim League got a ready-made tool in the shape of immigration, Line System and eviction and exploited the opportunity in the best possible way to strengthen its stand in Assam. These elements proved very useful for the Muslim league in Assam. But the demand for the inclusion of Assam into Eastern Pakistan made the indigenous leadership worried and compelled them to believe that their national future was doomed. That concern for future made them hostile to immigration.
